Wood: the other danger 1n your shop
Just because you use a blade guard doesn’t mean you're safe from the hazards of woodworking

nless you've read or

were told about the

actual danger in some
woods, chances are you proba-

time you work with a certain toxins that will exceed the body’s
wood; in other cases the reac-  threshold. Some woodworkers might
tion may not occur until after  work with woods and never have any

prolonged exposure. The re- reactions, while others may have a reac-
bly never gave it one thought. action could be very subtle, tion from just touching the same species
Well, you're certainly not alone and you may not even be of wood for the first time. Reactions can
because a good number of woodwork-  ers in many woods after they, or some-  aware of the reaction happening. In happen from inhaling the sawdust or
ers don't know about the dangers that one they know, has a minor or major some cases the body will build up its from the sawdust scttling on your skin.
do exist. reaction while handling or working own defenses and the reactions are not - Sawdust from hardwoods, especially
Most woodworkers only find out with certain species of woods. as severe. In other cases, it might be a the exotic species, contain sensitizers
about the toxins, irritants and sensitiz- Adverse effects may occur the first fast build up or a slow accumulation of and can cause acute allergic skin reac-

tions, eye inflaimmation, hay fever,

may be coming from the wood itsclf,
the sawdust, leaves or the bark from
the trees. Additional carc must be taken
when the sap is present in green
woods, as it can cause skin allergics
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hemlock, yews, cypress,
cork oak and other oaks,
beech, rosewwoods, some
= | mables. redwoods and
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Bald Cypress s R 1 D R Key
Balsam Fir S E, S 1 LB C Reaction
Beech S, C E,S.R 2 LB, D C 1 - Irritants
Birch S R 2 W.D C S - Sensitizer
Black Locust I, N E, S 3 LB C C - nasopharyngeal cancer
Blackwood S E,S 2 W.D C P - pheunomitis, alveolitis
Boxwood S E. S 2 W.D C {hypersensitivity pneumonia)
Cashew S E S 1 W,D R. DT - direction toxin
Cocobolo 1,S E.S.R 3 W, D C N - nausea, malaise
Dahoma C E, S 2 W,D C
Ebony l, S E S 2 wW,.D C Site
Elm ] E.S 1 R S - Skin
Goncalo Alves S E S 2 W, D R E - Eyes
Greenheart S E,S 3 W,D C. . R - Respitory
Hemlock C R D {] C - Cardiac
Iroko LS, P E,§ R 3 W,.D - c -
Mahogany S.P S.R 1 D U Potency
Mansonia ,S E,S 3 w,D .C 1 = lowest potency
N 1 D - 4 = highest potency
Maple (Spalted) S, P R 3 D C
Mimosa N B LB Uz Source
Myrtle S R 2 LB, D C D - Dust
Oak S E,S 2 - 1B,D - 'R.- LB - Leaves, Bark
* C D. B U . W-Wood
Obeche 1, S E,S, R 3 wW,D C
{Oleander DT N,C 4 D.W, LB C Incidence
Olivewood I, S E,S, R 3 W, D C R - Rare
Opepe S. R 1 D. ~ R C - Common
Padauk S E.S,R 1 wW,D R U - Uncommon
Pau Ferro S E,S 1 W, D "R
Peroba Rosa ! R, N 2 W,D U Emply boxes
Purpleheart N 2 W, D C No data
Quebracho 1 R,N 2 LB,D C
C D ]
Redwood S, P E,S, R 2 D R
C D 'R
Rosewoods I,S E.S, R 4 W.D U
Satinwood ] E.S.R 3 W,D _..C
Sassafras S R 1 D C
DT N 1 D,wW, LB R
C D v
Sequoia 1 R 1 D ‘R -
Snakewood | R 2 W, D R
Spruce S R 1 W,D . "R
Walnut, Black S E.S 2 W.D C
Wenge S E,S, R 1 W,D- C
Willow S R, N 1 D, W, LB U
West. Red Cedar S R 3 ‘D, LB . .C .
Teak S, P E.S,R 2 D C
Yew l ES 2 D C
DT N,C 4 w,D. C
Zebrawood S E,S 2 W, D C
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